
   

  
WWhhaatt  DDoo  YYoouu  HHaavvee  TToo  SSaayy  AAbboouutt     

SScciieennccee  EEdduuccaatt iioonn  IInn  OOuurr   SScchhoooollss??  
  

TT hhee   CC oouu nncc ii ll   wwiiss hheess   ttoo   tt hhaa nnkk  aa ll ll   tt hhoo ss ee   ww hhoo   hhaa vvee   ff oorr wwaa rr ddeedd  tt hhee ii rr   
vviiee wwss   aa nndd  cc oo mmmm ee nn tt ss   oo nn  SSccii ee nnccee   EEdduucc aatt ii oonn..       

FFooll ll ooww ii nngg   tthh ee   eenncc oouu rr aa ggii nngg   rr eess ppoonnss ee   ff rr oo mm  vv aarr ii oouuss   ss tt aa kkee hh ooll dd eerr ss   
aa nndd   tthhee   ppuu bb ll ii cc   ii nn   gg ee nnee rr aa ll ,,   tt hhee   MM aauurr ii tt iiuuss   RR ee ss ee aa rr cchh   CC oouunncc ii ll   ii ss   

eexx tt ee nndd ii nn gg   tt hhee   ddaa tt ee   ll ii mm ii tt   ttoo   22 88 tt hh   NNoovveemm bbeerr   2200 00 33 ..   

 
 
 
 

 

 

MMAAUURRIITTIIUUSS  RREESSEEAARRCCHH  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  

Mauritius Research Council, La Maison de Carné, Royal Road, Rose-Hill. 
Tel.: 465 1235   Fax: 465 1239 

 Email: mrc@intnet.mu   Website: http://www.mrc.org.mu 
 

ÎÎ  At what age should  science be introduced? 
ÎÎ  Science curriculum to be reviewed to be 

locally relevant. 
ÎÎ  Science being taught in an abstract form. 
ÎÎ  Are teachers adequately qualified, trained 

and motivated to teach science? 
ÎÎ  Lack of practical classes. 
ÎÎ  Introduction of group learning.  
ÎÎ  Use of multimedia to teach practical 

(Virtual Laboratories). 
ÎÎ  Use of local low-cost equipment and hands-

on for practical. 
ÎÎ  Introduction of Mobile Science 

Laboratories. 
ÎÎ  Science should be fun and attractive. 

ÎÎ  Science perceived as difficult. 

ÎÎ  Lack of career opportunities. 

ÎÎ  Extremely few girls are attracted to physics. 

ÎÎ  Lack of infrastructure for practicals. 

ÎÎ  Review of practical and field work. 

ÎÎ  Training and recruitment of Laboratory 
Assistants. 

ÎÎ  Science not an option in some schools. 

ÎÎ  Science curriculum to be locally relevant. 

ÎÎ  Recommend science to be compulsory up to 
Form V. 

ÎÎ  Phase out and eventually ban “Alternative 
to Practical Exams’. 

ISSUES FOR THE PRIMARY SECTOR ISSUES FOR THE SECONDARY SECTOR 

Recent studies, commissioned by the Mauritius Research Council have shown many
shortfalls in the way the teaching and learning of science is perceived in our schools, so
much so that increasingly pupils are shying away from scientific subjects. This situation
calls for concern as future development, both globally and locally, will increasingly be
technology oriented calling for human resources with a high rate of scientific literacy. 

The Ministry of Education and Scientific Research has set up two Task Forces, one for
primary schools and the other for secondary schools, to review the teaching and learning of
science. The MRC has been called upon to steer the Task Forces with a view to making
recommendations to the Ministry. 

In the light of the above, the MRC wishes to consult all stakeholders. Pupils, teachers,
parents and the public in general are invited to write, phone or e-mail the Council to
express any views they may have, that could lead to improvement and reposition, science
as an interesting and popular subject. 

Please forward your comments on any of the issues listed below by 28th November 2003. 

You may visit our website http://www.mrc.org.mu/ScienceEducation.htm. 

Kindly note that any information given to the Council will be treated in strict
confidentiality.  


